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Coal and Wind Reversed for Now


The American Wind Energy Association (AWEA) said that only � HYPERLINK "http://www.awea.org/newsroom/releases/07-27-10_AWEA_Market_Report.html" \t "_blank" �700 megawatts of wind were built in the second quarter of 2010�, a drop of 57 percent and 71 percent from 2008 and 2009 levels, respectively. Manufacturing investment also sank, with AWEA officials calling the current industry's situation dire. Both coal and natural gas exceeded 2,000 megawatts in new construction for the first half of 2010, � HYPERLINK "http://www.renewablesbiz.com/article/10/05/wind-slowdown-continues" \t "_blank" �easily surpassing wind's 1,239 megawatts�. That puts the industry back where it was in 2007. Wind has another 5,500 megawatts under construction to take advantage of American Recovery and Reinvestment Act funds by year's end, but the collapse could be even worse in 2011, according to AWEA CEO Denise Bode.


"Coal for the first time in five years beat wind," she added. AWEA said the numbers for fossil fuel generation construction came from a combination of published sources and its own research. For the past few years new natural gas capacity and wind generation have run a close 1-2 in plant construction, each exceeding 40 percent of the total. The decisions by utilities are being made six months to one year out and no longer. So natural gas and coal are being built as their new generation sources. Wind is a loser when new plants are being built by the private sector in an uncertain policy environment, while the costs of new fossil generation can be added to the rate base. Considering that the report came just a few days after the Democratic leadership of the U.S. Senate decided to� HYPERLINK "http://www.renewablesbiz.com/article/10/07/carbon-caps-are-dead-res-alive" \t "_blank" � drop a national renewable energy standard �from a bill being considered this week, this has to be one of the worst weeks for wind energy since the production tax credit lapsed on a couple occasions mid-decade.


AWEA wants a national renewable energy standard (RES) added to the energy bill. Failing that, it hopes one can pass on its own. Bode said there are more than 60 firm bipartisan votes in favor. In the meantime, and even before carbon legislation finally died this week, coal is up while wind is down. 


Researchers claim solar energy advance


Scientists say a new process utilizing both the light and heat of solar radiation could double the efficiency of electricity-generating solar panels. Stanford University researchers say the technology, called "photon enhanced thermionic emission," (PETE) could lower the costs of solar energy production to the point where it is competitive with oil as an energy source, a university release said Monday. Unlike current solar panels, which become less efficient as temperatures rise, panels using the PETE process excel at higher temperatures.








Extended Temperature Forecast: Chicago Area


Tue�
Wed�
Thu�
Fri�
Sat�
�
73 - 87�
71 - 86�
66 - 85�
64 - 80�
65 - 80�
�






Electricity Pricing Areas – On Peak - Month – Sep 2010


�
  July 30�
52 week high�
52 week low�
�
Cinergy�
$.05445�
$.05798�
$.04061�
�
NI Hub�
$.05533�
$.05706�
$.04058�
�
PJM Hub�
$.07074�
$.07681�
$.05286�
�
PSEG�
$.07804�
$.8412�
$.06017�
�



ComEd Day Ahead LMP Electric Price


Time Period�
Average per Kwh�
�
Aug 1 -  Aug 31�
$.02941�
�
Sep 1 -  Sep 30�
$.02626�
�
Oct 1  - Oct 31�
$.03027�
�
Nov 1 – Nov 30�
$.02824�
�
Dec 1 –Dec31�
$.03580�
�
Jan 1 –Jan31, 2010�
$.04273�
�
Feb 1 –Feb 28�
$.03984�
�
Mar 1 –Mar 31�
$.03247�
�
Apr 1 – Apr 30�
$.02911�
�
May 1- May 31�
$.03389�
�
Jun 1- Jun 30�
$.04184�
�
Jul 1 to Jul 31�
$.04741�
�
Weather Tue: Thunderstorms likely. High 86F. Winds SE at 5 to 10 mph. Chance of rain 80%. Wed: Some clouds and possibly an isolated thunderstorm in the afternoon. A few storms may be severe. High 86F. Winds NE at 5 to 10 mph. Chance of rain 30%. Thu: Partly cloudy with a stray thunderstorm. Highs in the mid 80s and lows in the mid 60s. Fri: Times of sun and clouds. Highs in the low 80s and lows in the mid 60s. Sat: Mix of sun and clouds. Highs in the mid 80s and lows in the upper 60s. 
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