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Renewable Energy Standards


A liberal advocacy group warns that state climate policies may suffer if Republicans win gubernatorial races in key battleground states. But those rollbacks would be difficult to achieve, says an outgoing Democratic governor, who likened such reversals to a "magic act."At stake in the coming elections are several state renewable energy standards, says the Center for American Progress Action Fund. The group points to a handful of conservative candidates that have expressed opposition to those policies, which force utilities to derive some of their power from wind, solar and other clean sources.


Up to 450,000 jobs could be lost in six states with close races if those energy standards were disbanded today, the group says in a new analysis. Renewable energy standard, or RES, programs drive construction of renewable power projects, though the analysis acknowledges it doesn't account for jobs that might be created in the fossil fuel industry if utilities returned to using traditional sources of energy.


"In the absence of U.S. federal action on climate and energy, the states are even more important than ever," said Kate Gordon, vice president for energy policy at the Center for American Progress Action Fund. "However, there's a threat facing these renewable energy standards, and a threat facing state leadership on climate action."


Of the 35 states with renewable energy standards, the group is pointing to six in which the policy is most threatened: Illinois, Kansas, Maryland, Minnesota, Ohio and Oklahoma. All but Oklahoma require that at least 20 percent of utilities' electricity come from clean sources in the next 10 or 15 years. Oklahoma has a 15 percent standard by 2015.


Republican candidates are running strong races in all of those states. Some of them have expressed concerns with an RES policy that forces consumers to buy clean energy that's more expensive, while others have questioned the science behind climate change, the group says. Whoever wins will find the RES to be a good friend, because of its job-creating muscle. That will prevent even opponents from upending it. The free market should decide what energy sources are most effective and viable -- not a room full of politicians. Natural gas is clean, and we have lots of it -- yet it isn't considered 'renewable,' so it would be a loser under a renewable mandate -- even if it gets you the most environmental and economic bang for your buck.














Extended Temperature Forecast: Chicago Area
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Wed�
Thu�
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52 - 68�
44 - 63�
34 - 51�
44 - 52�
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Electricity Pricing Areas – On Peak - Month – Nov 2010


�
  �
Oct 26, 2010�
Per kWh�
�
Cinergy�
�
Hub Peak Swap Monthly�
$.03217�
�
PJM Hub�
�
Electricity Monthly�
$.04015�
�
PJM �
�
No. Illinois Peak LMP�
$.03202�
�
PJM�
�
Western Peak LMP�
$.04025�
�



ComEd    Average Day Ahead LMP Electric Price


Time Period�
Average per Kwh�
�
Nov 1 – Nov 30�
$.02824�
�
Dec 1 –Dec31�
$.03580�
�
Jan 1 –Jan31, 2010�
$.04273�
�
Feb 1 –Feb 28�
$.03984�
�
Mar 1 –Mar 31�
$.03247�
�
Apr 1 – Apr 30�
$.02911�
�
May 1- May 31�
$.03389�
�
Jun 1- Jun 30�
$.04184�
�
Jul 1 - Jul 31�
$.04741�
�
Aug 1 –Aug 31�
$.04628�
�
Sep 1 - Sep 30�
$.02934�
�
Oct 1 to Oct 25�
$.02701�
�
Weather - Tue: Windy...strong thunderstorms then variably cloudy during the afternoon with still a chance of showers. Storms could contain damaging winds. High 68F. Winds SW at 25 to 40 mph. Wed: Windy with lots of sunshine. High 63F. Winds SW at 25 to 35 mph. gusts over 50 mph. Thu: Partly cloudy and windy. Highs in the low 50s and lows in the mid 30s. Fri: Mostly sunny. Highs in the low 50s and lows in the mid 40s. Sat: Mix of sun and clouds. Highs in the upper 50s and lows in the mid 40s. 
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