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Can a carbon tax replace cap and trade?





The midterm election results have given activists a two-year timeout to rethink, regroup, and come up with a new strategy for pushing the government to tackle climate change. That new strategy should abandon Wall Street's preferred cap-and-trade method in favor of some type of carbon tax that returns money to households, movement leaders are now saying.





They find themselves in this new difficult position because absolutely nothing will happen in Congress once Republicans regain control of the House next year and expand their numbers in the Senate. And the election and the emergence of the tea party movement mean previous climate change bills are now history and gridlock will be the order of the day in Washington, at least until the next midterm vote in 2012.





That's the message four congressmen and pro-climate action experts gave to an audience still reeling from the election results of three weeks ago, which saw climate change skeptics do well while some proponents of curbing greenhouse gases were voted out of office.


"Many in the sustainability movement are depressed and disillusioned by that change. I, for one, am not," said Bill Shireman, CEO of Future 500, a group that promotes collaborative efforts between non-governmental organizations and corporations. "We have power that we've never used," namely, the power to organize and build coalitions with powerful and influential people to prepare a game plan for 2013 and beyond.





The pro-action side shouldn't completely despair, Shireman said, but it must seriously rethink its approach and act much more strategically from here on out.





Rep. John Larson (D-Conn.) told attendees Friday that he planned to introduce a carbon tax bill sometime during next year's session. The other lawmakers, however, said they believed passing anything would be nearly impossible and urged more behind-the-scenes activity instead.





Debating the best way to move forward, Filner decried the new "anti-intellectualism, anti-science" mood among the new Republicans coming in January and predicted near-complete paralysis in the government for the next couple of years.


Though consensus on a new strategy is still a ways off, one thing most agree on is that cap and trade is dead.
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Electricity Pricing Areas – On Peak - Month – Jan 2011


�
  �
Nov 30, 2010�
Per kWh�
�
Cinergy�
�
Hub Peak Swap Monthly�
$.03573�
�
PJM Hub�
�
Electricity Monthly�
$.04553�
�
PJM �
�
No. Illinois Peak LMP�
$.03505�
�
PJM�
�
Western Peak LMP�
$.04563�
�



ComEd    Average Day Ahead LMP Electric Price


Time Period�
Average per Kwh�
�
Dec 1 –Dec31, 2009�
$.03580�
�
Jan 1 –Jan31, 2010�
$.04273�
�
Feb 1 –Feb 28�
$.03984�
�
Mar 1 –Mar 31�
$.03247�
�
Apr 1 – Apr 30�
$.02911�
�
May 1- May 31�
$.03389�
�
Jun 1- Jun 30�
$.04184�
�
Jul 1 - Jul 31�
$.04741�
�
Aug 1 –Aug 31�
$.04628�
�
Sep 1 - Sep 30�
$.02934�
�
Oct 1 - Oct 31�
$.02702�
�
Nov 1 to Nov 29�
$.02788�
�
Weather - Tue: A few sprinkles possible early. Cloudy and windy. High around 40F. Winds WSW at 25 to 35 mph. Wed: Cloudy skies. High 32F. Winds W at 15 to 25 mph. Thu: Partly cloudy. Highs in the mid 30s and lows in the mid 20s. Fri: Plenty of sun. Highs in the mid 30s and lows in the upper 20s. Sat: Snow showers possible. Highs in the low 40s and lows in the low 30s. 
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