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The outlook for Planning Reserve Margins in North America is sufficient to meet winter peak demands, a report from the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) released today says. 


The report 2010/2011 Winter Reliability Assessment projects that the Anticipated Planning Reserve Margin will increase from 32.5 percent last year to 47 percent this year. “Based on the projected data, information and self-assessments provided by each of the Regional Entities, planning reserve margins appear to be adequate and sufficient preparations have been made for the upcoming winter to maintain bulk power system reliability,” said Mark Lauby, director of Reliability Assessment and Performance Analysis. “NERC completes a reliability assessment each year highlighting industry preparations to maintain bulk power system reliability throughout the summer and winter seasons.” 





Some key highlights from the assessment include: 


Peak Demand Increase, Reserve Margins Remain Adequate. Peak demand for the 2010/2011 winter season has risen 0.6 percent compared to last year due to a projected slight economic recovery – with Planning Reserve Margins remaining adequate in the United States and Canada. 





Long-Term Weather Forecast Predicts an Average 2010/2011 winter. The 2010/2011 winter temperature and precipitation forecast shows North America is expected to experience an average winter.





Operational Challenges are Manageable through the 2010/2011 winter. Overall operational conditions, including variable resource operations, are not expected to affect the bulk power system reliability this winter. All regions have operational strategies and procedures in place to mitigate potential reliability issues that may arise.





Also released today is the 2009/2010 Post-Winter Reliability Assessment summary. While the 2009/2010 winter season presented some unusual operating conditions in the southeastern part of the United States due to colder than normal temperatures, sufficient reserves and operational reliability were sustained.





The North American Electric Reliability Corporation’s mission is to ensure the reliability of the North American bulk power system. NERC is the electric reliability organization (ERO) certified by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission to establish and enforce reliability standards for the bulk-power system. NERC develops and enforces reliability standards; assesses adequacy annually via a 10-year forecast, and summer and winter forecasts; monitors the bulk power system; and educates, trains and certifies industry personnel.





Extended Temperature Forecast: Chicago Area


Tue�
Wed�
Thu�
Fri�
Sat�
�
13 - 20�
17 - 24�
30 - 33�
27 - 34�
20 - 38�
�






Electricity Pricing Areas – On Peak - Month – Jan 2011


�
  �
Dec 7, 2010�
Per kWh�
�
Cinergy�
�
Hub Peak Swap Monthly�
$.03887�
�
PJM Hub�
�
Electricity Monthly�
$.05000�
�
PJM �
�
No. Illinois Peak LMP�
$.03931�
�
PJM�
�
Western Peak LMP�
$.05010�
�



ComEd    Average Day Ahead LMP Electric Price


Time Period�
Average per Kwh�
�
Jan 1 –Jan31, 2010�
$.04273�
�
Feb 1 –Feb 28�
$.03984�
�
Mar 1 –Mar 31�
$.03247�
�
Apr 1 – Apr 30�
$.02911�
�
May 1- May 31�
$.03389�
�
Jun 1- Jun 30�
$.04184�
�
Jul 1 - Jul 31�
$.04741�
�
Aug 1 –Aug 31�
$.04628�
�
Sep 1 - Sep 30�
$.02934�
�
Oct 1 - Oct 31�
$.02702�
�
Nov 1 - Nov 30�
$.02778�
�
Dec 1 – Dec 6�
$.03374�
�
Weather - Tue: Partly cloudy skies. Very cold. High around 20F. Winds NW at 10 to 20 mph. Wed: Partly to mostly cloudy. Cold. High 24F. Winds WNW at 5 to 10 mph. Thu: A few snow showers. Highs in the low 30s.Fri: Times of sun and clouds. Highs in the mid 30s and lows in the upper 20s. Sat: A few snow showers. Highs in the upper 30s and lows in the low 20s.
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