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U.S. EPA finished a batch of last-minute rules that will allow power plants and other new industrial facilities to get state permits for their greenhouse gas emissions next year, the agency has announced. The announcement came after a sprint to the finish line for EPA, which has promised a seamless transition when new curbs on greenhouse gases from cars, small trucks and large industrial plants take effect on Jan. 2. Because some states are still revising their own regulations to comply with federal rules and Texas has refused to apply the rules to businesses inside its borders, today's rules may require federal officials to do some of the permitting work that is usually left to state and local agencies.


Some of the regulations that were issued today create a federal backstop for the programs in Arizona, Arkansas, Florida, Idaho, Kansas, Oregon and Wyoming, all of which are still in flux. EPA has also imposed a federal program in Texas, where state officials have refused to issue construction permits to power plants and other large emitters of greenhouse gases. The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality will still handle the applications and give out permits for other types of pollution, but EPA needed to make a rare intervention so the permits would meet federal standards, air chief Gina McCarthy told reporters today.


"We're just trying to fill the gap," McCarthy said, but "the discussions are by no means done between us and the state of Texas."


The decision to take control of greenhouse gas permitting in Texas stems from an ongoing showdown between the Obama administration and a state that has challenged the federal efforts to address climate change. Texas Gov. Rick Perry (R) and his environmental officials have filed a string of lawsuits against EPA, refusing to go along with the Obama administration's new regulations. With the rules set to take effect in 10 days, the agency had "no choice" but to push the state aside, McCarthy told state officials in a letter on Tuesday.


Texas has cried foul, describing EPA's takeover as an "arrogant act." States usually have a year to revise their rules before EPA can take over, the state argued in court filings that challenged EPA's authority to take over the program. But EPA's rule concludes that the agency made an error when it originally approved the Texas permitting program. That means the agency can issue an interim rule and start enforcing it, EPA said in a statement today."The state of Texas did not address how the program will apply to pollutants newly subject to regulation and did not provide assurances that the program has adequate legal authority to apply to such pollutants," the agency said.
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Electricity Pricing Areas – On Peak - Month – Jan 2011


�
  �
Dec 28, 2010�
Per kWh�
�
Cinergy�
�
Hub Peak Swap Monthly�
$.03906�
�
PJM Hub�
�
Electricity Monthly�
$.05534�
�
PJM �
�
No. Illinois Peak LMP�
$.03863�
�
PJM�
�
Western Peak LMP�
$.05544�
�



ComEd    Average Day Ahead LMP Electric Price


Time Period�
Average per Kwh�
�
Jan 1 –Jan31, 2010�
$.04273�
�
Feb 1 –Feb 28�
$.03984�
�
Mar 1 –Mar 31�
$.03247�
�
Apr 1 – Apr 30�
$.02911�
�
May 1- May 31�
$.03389�
�
Jun 1- Jun 30�
$.04184�
�
Jul 1 - Jul 31�
$.04741�
�
Aug 1 –Aug 31�
$.04628�
�
Sep 1 - Sep 30�
$.02934�
�
Oct 1 - Oct 31�
$.02702�
�
Nov 1 - Nov 30�
$.02778�
�
Dec 1 – Dec 27�
$.03684�
�
Weather - Tue: High near 30F. Winds WSW at 10 to 20 mph. Wed: Partly to mostly cloudy. High near 35F. Winds S at 10 to 20 mph. Thu: Few showers. Highs in the low 40s with temperatures nearly steady overnight. Fri: Chance of showers. Highs in the upper 40s and lows in the upper 20s.Sat: Mix of sun and clouds. Highs in the low 30s and lows in the low 20s. 
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