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Legislation commonly referred to as the "ComEd 
bill" that would help roll out a sophisticated 
smart grid program but alter the way electricity 
rates are decided is on its way to Gov. Pat 

Quinn's desk. 
The controversial legislation, backed by Chicago-

based Commonwealth Edison Co., has been 
staunchly opposed by consumer advocates and 
others who call it is a "Trojan horse" meant to 
pad the utility's bottom line by removing 
regulatory obstacles in place for 100 years. 

Quinn has vowed to veto the legislation, and a 
maneuver by Senate President John Cullerton 
(D-Chicago) stalled the bill's delivery to Quinn. 
Friday, Cullerton withdrew the motion in place 
since June, so the General Assembly has 30 days 
to send the bill to Quinn, who would then have 

60 days to sign or veto it. 
ComEd and its lobbyists have been using the 
time to meet one-on-one with legislators to try 
to win enough votes to override a veto. Bennie 

Currie, spokesman for ComEd, urged Quinn to 
sign the bill, saying it would create a more 
reliable grid. "Since its introduction last winter, 

the bill has undergone significant revisions to 
address concerns raised by the governor and 
multiple shareholders. The benefits of the 
legislation exceed the costs," Currie said. 
ComEd says smart grid technology will help the 
utility better control outages because it will know 
exactly where the problem is without customers 

needing to call. At the same time, they say smart 
meters and other devices would give customers 
more control over their electricity usage. 
To pay for the technology, ComEd is proposing 
that electric rates be determined largely 

according to formula instead with an 11-month 

court-like proceeding used today. They say that 

makes it impossible for them to know whether 
or not they will be able to recover their costs, 
which makes long-term investments difficult. 
But consumer advocates argue that the deeper 
review process provides necessary checks and 
balances and prevent consumers from paying for 
improper expenses that utilities have tried to 

sneak into bills in the past.  

Electricity Pricing Areas – On Peak                 

Sep 2011 

 
    Aug 30, 2011 Per 

kWh 

PJM  West  $.04837 

Cinergy   Peak Monthly $.03850 

 

ComEd    Average Day Ahead  

               LMP Electric Price 

Time Period Average per Kwh 
Aug1–Aug 31, 2010 $.04628 

Sep 1 - Sep 30 $.02934 

Oct 1 - Oct 31 $.02702 

Nov 1 - Nov 30 $.02778 

Dec 1 – Dec 31 $.03545 

Jan 1 –Jan 31, 2011 $.03871 

Feb 1 – Feb 28 $.03581 

March 1- Mar 31 $.03668 

April 1 – April 30 $.03448 

May1-  May 31 $.03954 

June 1 - June 30 $.03851 

July 1 thru July 31 $.05170 

Aug 1 – Aug 29 $.04084 

 

Weather - Today: Mainly cloudy. High 77F. 
Winds SE at 5 to 10 mph. Tonight: Cloudy with 

occasional showers. Low 64F. Winds ESE at 10 
to 15 mph. Chance of rain 40%. Wed: A shower 

possible early with partly cloudy skies in the 
afternoon. High 83F. Winds SE at 10 to 20 mph. 
Chance of rain 30%. Thu: Mostly sunny. Highs in 
the low 90s and lows in the mid 70s. Fri: Mostly 

sunny. Highs in the low 90s and lows in the low 
70s. Sat: Partly cloudy. Highs in the upper 70s 
and lows in the mid 60s.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Extended Temp Forecast: Chicago Area 

Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

64 - 76 67 – 83 74 - 90 70 -91 64 - 78 

 
 


